A woman who required long-term mechanical ventilation to treat limbic encephalitis during pregnancy.
We describe our experience with a woman who had severe non-herpetic acute limbic encephalitis at 20 weeks' gestation. Despite receiving mechanical ventilation for about 3 months because of impaired consciousness and frequent convulsions, she had a normal delivery and an uneventful recovery with no sequelae. The patient did not respond to treatment with antiviral agents. Anticonvulsant agents were given while monitoring plasma drug concentrations. Early treatment and the prevention of complications apparently contributed to good outcomes in the mother and child.